LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE

a most unfounded prejudice. That noble person had been
accused of entertaining sentiments inimical to a large
body of the Irish people. This was wholly untrue; and
indeed, on many occasions, Lord Redesdale had been the
best friend of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, and their
most strenuous advocate. Thus much he thought it proper
to say in behalf of one whose excellent qualities he had
long known and continued to hold in the highest estima-
tion, and whose friendship he hoped to preserve as long as
life continued within him".1

It is satisfactory to learn that the Chancellor and Lord
Fingall were reconciled the following year. Lord Redes-
dale had expressed a wish that the past should be forgotten
and Lord Fingall was anxious for a renewal of friendly
intercourse. They met at a dinner party given by Sir Evan
Nepean soon after his appointment in March 1804, It
was a reconciliation honourable to both parties, but
wherever their names have appeared in the Irish history
of those days, this incident, distorted and exaggerated,
has been recorded against them.
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